HERPESTIS MONNIERA, H. B. and K. as pa-chi-t’ien. 


Two very different plants have been identified as the 
Chinese pa-chi-t’ien, the one Herpestis Monniera, a low- 
growing herb of the family Scrophulariaceae, the other 
Polygala Reinii, Franchet and Savatier, a somewhat larger 
plant of the family Polygalaceae. Herpestis is tropical; 
but the Polygala is not. Stuart in his Chinese Materia 
Medica (Shanghai, 1911, p. 388) and Hooper in the Gardens 
Bulletin (6, 1929, p. Ill) assign the name to the Poly gala : 
Read and Liu, following earlier authors, in their Plantae 
Medicinales Sinensis (Pekin, 1927, no. 97) assign it to 
Herpestis Monniera. 

In the Chinese herbalists’ shops of the Malay Peninsula, 
Herpestis is invariably exposed for sale, and at any rate 
in Penang pa-chi-t’ien is the name used for it. But 
Herpestis cannot be the source of the small hard pieces of 
root-bark, described by Hooper, and under that name 
imported for Chinese pharmacies in a dry state. 

Thus it seems that two entirely different plants supply 
pa-chi-t’ien in Malaya. 

__ I. H. BURKILL. 

ERYTHROPSIS COLORATA, Burkill, comb. nov. 

Erythropsis is a small genus of two species, which are 
so similar that E. fulgens, which reached Malaysia from 
India, was at one time regarded as a variety of the other 
species which is confined to India. The latter was described 
by Roxburgh as^Sterculia colorata ; and many botanists have 
left it in Sterculia. But in 1827 Lindley, in a journal which 
has become difficult to consult on account of its rarity,— 
Brande’s Quarterly Journal of Science, Literature and 
Art (1, p. 112)—put forward in a tentative way the name 
Erythropsis, and did so again in 1829 in the Botanical 
Register (plate 1236), where he made his position clear by 
this remark,— “Sterculia colorata ... .if a distinct genus 
(Erythropsis) as I am inclined to believe is .... next of 
kin to Sterculia.” In 1832 Schott and Endlicher in their 
Meletemata botanica (p. 33) definitely made Erythropsis 
a genus. They quoted Lindley but they called the species 
Erythropsis roxburghiana —a name which cannot be re¬ 
tained. 

It is quite clear that Lindley must be regarded as the 
author of the genus: some botanists would prefer that it 
should be Lindley ex Schott and Endlicher (1832) than that 
it should be Lindley (1827) for Lindley’s were not firm 
proposals. The two species are Erythropsis colorata (a new 
combination), and E. fulgens, Ridley (Flora Mai. Penins. 
1, 1922, p. 277). 

I. H. BURKILL. 
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